No issue is as vital to the future of U.S. research universities as a renewal of commitment to the mutual benefits of research and education. One of the great strengths of our research universities is their ability to link the creation of new knowledge with the transfer of that knowledge to students. Unfortunately, numerous signs (some real, some perceived) point toward a growing emphasis on research and a de-emphasis on education.
Learning and discovery are truly inseparable processes, and both lie at the heart of research universities' missions. We also know that the 21st-century U.S. work force will require skills such as solving complex problems, dealing with uncertainty, and probing the unknown that are best acquired through discovery-based learning experiences. Committing ourselves to the integration of research and education will help secure our nation's future by reinvigorating a traditional strength of our great universities.
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